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of skin sections was much more like lupus vulgaris than sarcoid. An epitrochlear lymph gland on the other hand showed the classical histology of sarcoid. Tubercle bacilli were not demonstrated. The granulomata responded strikingly to calciferol, and vanished. It was thought likely that there had been a recent dissemination of tubercle bacilli in a subject whose resistance was good; and a proliferative reaction had taken place only at favourable sites in the skin, namely the scars that probably contained silica inclusions.
Colonel P. C. Mitchell: I have recently had under my care an Arab officer who suffered similar injury from a mine explosion in the desert. Nine years later sarcoid lesions appeared in association with scarring and retained foreign bodies in the skin of the face; but there was, in addition, sarcoidosis of the lungs. In this case, therefore, it would appear that the presence of scarring and foreign bodies had no more than determined the site of the eruption, when at a later date a systemic disease (sarcoidosis) Discussion.-This case is of interest because it presented as a chronic urticaria, and also because, although many of the classical features of disseminated lupus erythematosus were found on examination, L.E. cells were never found although searched for on numerous occasions. There was some response to steroid therapy but it was extremely slow.
Dr. Stephen Gold: When positive Wassermann and allied reactions occur in this condition, repeated testing generally shows a variation in titre, something quite unusual in untreated syphilis. So far as the absence of L.E. cells is concerned, it is agreed that even prolonged search by the most expert may be occasionally fruitless in samples from patients who clinically fulfil all the necessary criteria. It has been suggested that this may be due to the development of an anti-L.E. factor. There seems no limit to the immunological complexities that may be unearthed in this fascinating disease.
The following cases were also shown:
